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Regional Context
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Recent Regional Initiatives

Until recently, Latin 

American countries 

looked abroad 

rather than their 

regional neighbors 

for chemical 

regulations. 

2022

Events & Partnerships

• Risk approach on 

chemicals

• Virtual Annual 

Meeting



Recent Regional Initiatives (1/2)

2016

Intergovernmental Network on 

Chemicals and Waste for Latin 

America and the Caribbean

Focused on 

capacity building

2017

1st Report

Priority Issues on Chemicals 

and Waste, and Potential 

Priority Cooperation

2015

UNEP Special 

Programme

Institutional strengthening 

for chemical clusters
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2019

Action Plan (2019-2020)

Regional cooperation for 

sound management of 

chemicals



Recent Regional Initiatives (2/2)

55

2020

Action Plan (2021-2024)

Regional cooperation for 

sound management of 

chemicals

2021

Mercosur Action Plan

(2021-2024)

Converge regulatory 

guidelines, including the GHS 

version adopted within the bloc

LARCF 

Roadmap for rational 

management of 

chemicals

2022

Events & Partnerships

• Risk approach on chemicals

• Virtual Annual Meeting

http://www.ciqyp.org.ar/Downloads/210419%20Roadmap%20para%20el%20SMC%20ES_final.pdf


Countries Progression
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Globally Harmonized System (GHS)



Worldwide Status
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European CLP

GHS Implemented

Transitional GHS

No GHS GHS



Latin America GHS Status (1/5)
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Argentina

Brazil

Uruguay

Paraguay

Ecuador

Bolivia

Peru

Colombia

Costa Rica

Mexico

Chile

Venezuela

Implemented

Transitional / Draft

Not foreseen



Latin America GHS Status (2/5)
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Argentina

Brazil

Uruguay

Paraguay

Implemented

Transitional / Draft

Not foreseen

Mercosur is planning to harmonize regulations!

Mercosur

Argentina Brazil Paraguay Uruguay

GHS Version
5th version 

(2017)

4th version 

(2009)

Not 

implemented

4th version 

(2009)

Authority
Ministry of 

Labor

Ministry of 

Labor
Interministerial

Language Spanish Portuguese Spanish

Regulation 

name

Resolution 

801/2015

IRAM 41000

NR 26

ABNT 14725

Decree 

307/2009 and  

346/2011

Comments -

Plans to 

update to GHS 

Rev. 7

-



Latin America GHS Status (3/5)
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Ecuador

Bolivia

Peru

Colombia

Andean Community

Bolivia Colombia Ecuador Peru

GHS Version

Not implemented

6th version (2018) 1st (2018)

Drafting the GHS 

adoption together 

with the National 

Chemical 

Regulation

Authority Interministerial
Ministry of 

Industry/INEN

Language Spanish Spanish

Regulation name

Decree 

1469/2018 

(general)

Resolution 

773/2021 

(Ministry of Labor)

INEN 78 (2013) & 

2266 (2013)

Implemented

Transitional / Draft

Not foreseen



Latin America GHS Status (4/5)
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Mexico Pacific Alliance

Chile Colombia Mexico Peru

GHS Version 7th version (2021) 6th version (2018) 5th version (2015)

Drafting the GHS 

adoption together 

with the National 

Chemical 

Regulation

Authority Ministry of Health Interministerial Ministry of Labor

Language Spanish Spanish Spanish

Regulation name Decree 57/2021

Decree 

1469/2018 

(general)

Resolution 

773/2021 

(Ministry of 

Health)

NOM 018/2015

Comments
Mandatory from 

February 2022
- -

Peru

Chile

Colombia

Implemented

Transitional / Draft

Not foreseen



Latin America GHS Status (5/5)
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Central American Integration System

Belize Costa Rica Dominican Republic El Salvador

Guatemala Honduras Nicaragua Panama

Belize

Guatemala

Honduras

El Salvador

Panama

Nicaragua

Dominican Republic

Costa Rica
Costa Rica

GHS Version 6th version (2015)

Authority Ministry of Health

Language Spanish

Regulation name
RTCR 478/2015 (control)

RTCR 481/2015 (labeling)

Implemented

Transitional / Draft

Not foreseen



GHS as a Gateway
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GHS adoption National Regulation
Country GHS

National 

Regulation

Argentina ▲ ►

Bolivia ▼ ▼

Brazil ▲ ►

Chile ▲ ▲

Colombia ► ▲

Costa Rica ▲ ▼

Ecuador ▲ ▼

Guatemala ▼ ▼

Mexico ▲ ►

Paraguay ▼ ▼

Peru ► ►

Uruguay ▲ ▼

Venezuela ▼ ▼

Implemented

Transitional / Draft

Not foreseen

https://www.sica.int/sica/vista_en.aspx
https://www.sica.int/sica/vista_en.aspx


Countries Progression

14

National Chemical Regulations



Worldwide Status

15National regulations

Implemented

Transitional / Draft

Not foreseen
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Latin America Regulation Status

Argentina

Brazil

Uruguay

Paraguay

Ecuador

Bolivia

Peru

Colombia

Costa Rica

Mexico

Chile

Venezuela

Implemented

Transitional / Draft

Not foreseen

Country GHS
National 

Regulation

OECD 

Member

Argentina ▲ ► ► Prospective

Bolivia ▼ ▼ ▼ -

Brazil ▲ ►
Key Partner; 

Prospective 

Chile ▲ ▲ ▲ Since 2010

Colombia ▲ ▲ ▲ Since 2020

Costa Rica ▲ ▼ ▲ Since 2021

Ecuador ▲ ▼ ▼ -

Guatemala ▼ ▼ ▼ -

Mexico ▲ ► ▲ Since 1994

Paraguay ▼ ▼ ▼ -

Peru ► ► ► Prospective

Uruguay ▲ ▼ ▼ -

Venezuela ▼ ▼ ▼ -



Chile
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2003 2004 2016 2017 2018 2020

NCh 2.190

NCh 382

National Chemical 
Safety Policy Action 

Plan 2017–2022

Decree 43
National 

Regulation

Public 
Comments

Final Draft

Contraloría

2021

Decree 57

Feb. Feb.

https://sqi.mma.gob.cl/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/r1-Politica-Nacional-de-Seguridad-Quimica.pdf
http://bcn.cl/2f8t5
http://bcn.cl/2nluj


Chile

Decree 57: Regulation on the classification, labeling and notification of chemical 

substances and mixtures (2021)

- Authority: Ministry of Health

- National Chemical Regulation

- Make GHS mandatory (7th version)

- Manufacturers/importers >1ton/year

- Updates made every 2 years
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Gradual Implementation (GHS)

Industrial Use 
Substances

9.Feb.2022

Non-Industrial 
Use Substances

9.Feb.2023

Industrial Use 
Mixture

9.Feb.2025

Non-Industrial 
Use Mixtures

9.Feb.2027



Chile

Important deadlines

19

February 

2021

February 

2022

February 

2023

February 

2024

February 

2025

February 

2026

February 

2027

Risk Assessment 

Resolution to be published

1st notification 

deadline

Authority publishes 

chemical inventory

2nd notification 

deadline

Decree 57 

Published

GHS for Industrial 

Substances in effect

GHS for Non-Industrial 

Substances in effect

GHS for Industrial 

Mixtures in effect
GHS for Non-Industrial 

Mixtures in effect

August 2022
30 August 2024

31 December 2024

30 August 2026



Colombia
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2012 2016 2017 2017 2018 2020

National Profile 
of Chemical 
Substances

Risk Management 
Policy for 

Chemicals

National 
Chemical Bill

National Profile 
of Chemical 

Substances II

Decree 1496
“General GHS”

Comprehensive 

Management of 

Industrial Chemicals

2021

Resolution 
0773/2021

May Jul. Dec.

Decree 
1630/2021

Nov.

https://rds.org.co/documentos/Perfil_Nacional_de_Sustancias_Quimicas_en_Colombia_2012.pdf
https://colaboracion.dnp.gov.co/CDT/Conpes/Econ%C3%B3micos/3868.pdf
http://www.andi.com.co/Uploads/Decreto%20SQUI_Version01022017_MinAmbiente-2%20(00000002).pdf
http://www.andi.com.co/Uploads/Perfil_Nacional_de_Sustancias_Quimicas_en_Colombia_Vol_II_-2017.pdf
http://es.presidencia.gov.co/normativa/normativa/DECRETO%201496%20DEL%2006%20DE%20AGOSTO%20DE%202018.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2021/TBT/COL/21_0096_00_s.pdf
https://www.mintrabajo.gov.co/documents/20147/61442826/0773.PDF/3047cc2b-eae1-e021-e9bf-d8c0eac23e05?t=1617984928238
https://www.mintrabajo.gov.co/documents/20147/61442826/0773.PDF/3047cc2b-eae1-e021-e9bf-d8c0eac23e05?t=1617984928238


Colombia

Resolution 0773/2021: GHS in the Labor 
Sector

− Authorities: Ministry of Labor

− Adopts GHS 6th version

− Follows European CLP
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GHS Transitional periods

Substances Mixtures

7.Apr.2023 7.Apr.2024

Decree 1630/2021: Chemical Regulatory 
Framework in Colombia

− Authorities: Cooperation between Ministries
− (Commerce, Labor, Health, and Environment)

− New Managing Instruments
− Chemical Inventory

− Prioritization of Chemicals

− Risk Evaluation & Risk Reduction

− New Monitoring Programs
− Registry for Emission and Transfer of Contaminants  (RETC)

− Toxicological Management System  (SGT)



Colombia
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November 30, 2021

Decree 1630 published

+ 6 Months

The ministries cooperation will 
announce the:

• Computer Software

• Guiding Manual 

+ 3 Years

Manufacturers and importers 
will have a 3-year window to 

submit their 1st substance 
notification after the Computer 

Software release

November 2021 May 30, 2022 May 30, 2025 November 30, 2025 May 30, 2026

+ 6 Months

After the initial notification 
period, new substances 
must be notified within a

6-month deadline

Transitional Period

//

Yearly Updates

Manufacturers and importers 
shall submit early updates into 

the Computer Software



Brazil
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2013 2015 2016 2018 2019 2021

Creation of 
Working Group

National Chemical 
Legislation Bill

Submitted to the 
National Congress

Public Inquiry
Proposal Shelved

CONASQ Dissolved

Official Rapporteur 

Pointed

Jun. Sep.

Dec.

Jan.

Apr.

Bill 6.120 presented 

Nov.

Mar.

Amendment 

Presented

Apr.

Approved by the 

Environmental Commission

Dec.

http://hotsite.mma.gov.br/consultasubstanciasquimicas/wp-content/uploads/sites/32/2018/11/AntePL-Vers%C3%A3o-final-endossada-pela-Conasq-05-09-18.pdf
https://www.camara.leg.br/proposicoesWeb/prop_mostrarintegra;jsessionid=node0be0bfa4ger7soq7wah16pk1w28281308.node0?codteor=1836193&filename=PL+6120/2019
https://www.camara.leg.br/proposicoesWeb/prop_mostrarintegra?codteor=1984456&filename=EMC+1+CMADS+%3D%3E+PL+6120/2019


Brazil

Bill 6.120/2019: Provides for the inventory, evaluation and control of chemical substances

- Amendment captures important elements (e.g., Register of Substances)

- Scope Manufacturers and Importers >1ton/year

- Has to be approved by 4 commissions in the Deputies’ Chamber

- Approved by the Environmental Commission on December 17, 2021

- Now, the regulation is under the Social Security and Family Commission’s analysis
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Argentina
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2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Resolution 
801/2015

Bilateral 
Memorandum 

Argentina-Brazil
Proposal Revision

National Chemical 
Regulation Bill

New Elections

Jun.

Oct.

Resolution 3.359/2015

Resolution155/2016 Resolution 192
Decree 504

Sep.

Oct.

2022

Updated Version?

http://servicios.infoleg.gob.ar/infolegInternet/anexos/245000-249999/245850/norma.htm
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/bergman-y-su-par-de-brasil-firmaron-un-convenio-por-la-gestion-de-sustancias-y-productos
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/sites/default/files/if-2019-54718677-apn-dsypqsgp.pdf
http://es.presidencia.gov.co/normativa/normativa/DECRETO%201496%20DEL%2006%20DE%20AGOSTO%20DE%202018.pdf
https://www.boletinoficial.gob.ar/detalleAviso/primera/211157/20190711


Argentina
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What is expected?

- Argentina is held elections in October 2021

- Updated version may be published soon

Chemical Regulation (last draft, 2019)

- Authority: Ministry of Labor

- Special Committee for Chemical Evaluation

- Priority List for Chemical Management

- Annual Update from Manufacturers and Importers

- 3 years transitional time



Mexico
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20222009 2014 2015 2019 2020

Initial Chemical 
Inventory

National Inventory of 
Chemicals Update

Comprehensive National 
Policy for the Management 
of Chemical Substances

GHS 5th revison
NOM-018-STPS-2015

Changes to the 
Proposal (ANIQ)

Dec.

Updated Version?

Main Differences between Proposals:

- The initial proposal is formulated by 

General Health Council (CSG)

- ANIQ is the Chemical Industry 

Association

Inventory vs. Registry

http://www2.inecc.gob.mx/sistemas/inventarioNSQ
http://csg.gob.mx/descargas/MundoQuimico/Acuerdo_CSG_SQ_csb_lrb-2_12_19.pdf
http://www.dof.gob.mx/nota_detalle.php?codigo=5411121&fecha=09/10/2015
https://aniq.org.mx/webpublico/Notas/Nota.asp?id=252


Peru
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20222020

Ministerial Resolution 439/2020

(Regulation and Control of Dangerous 
Substances and Similar for Domestic, 
Industrial and/or Public Health Use)

Peru has not 
adopted GHS yet!

Jun. Sep.

Regulation and Control of Dangerous Substances 

and Similar for Domestic, Industrial and/or Public 

Health Use (Ministerial Resolution 439/2020):

- Authority: Ministry of Health

- Creates a National Register of Chemicals

- Address the Classification and Labeling

- Substances under a Risk Assessment

- Substances of VHC under Risk Management

- Proposes an Authorization Renewal every 3 years

Final Version?

https://cdn.www.gob.pe/uploads/document/file/903823/resolucion-ministerial-439-2020-minsa.PDF


Country Argentina* Brazil* Chile Costa Rica

Observation
Prospective OECD 

member

OECD key partner 

(requested to join in 

2017)

OECD member (2010) OECD member (2021)

National Legislation 

Regulatory framework 

for chemical substances 

risk management (Bill 

4.339/2019)

Implements the 

inventory, risk 

assessment and control 

of chemical substances 

(Draft, 2018; Bill 

6.120/2019)

Regulations for the 

classification, labeling 

and notification of 

hazardous chemicals 

and mixtures (Decree 

57)

Draft starting

Risk consideration 

under
Government Government Industry Industry (expected)

Amount threshold ≥ 1 ton/year ≥ 1 ton/year ≥ 1 ton/year not decided

Status
Delivered to Congress  

in September 2019

Draft (2018) shelved;

Bill 6.120/2019 under 

revision in Deputy 

Chamber

At official gazette on 

February 2021

In early developing 

stage

Summing Up

29*In January, OECD opened an accession discussion for candidate countries: Argentina, Brazil, and Peru.



Country Colombia Mexico Peru*

Observation OECD member (2020) OECD member (1994) Prospective OECD member

Legislation Name

Comprehensive Management 

of Industrial Chemical 

Substances, including risk 

management

Comprehensive National 

Policy for Management of 

Chemical Substances (2019)

Regulation and control of 

dangerous substances and 

similar for domestic, industrial 

and / or public health use 

(MINSA 439/2020)

Risk consideration under Industry Industry (expected) Industry (expected)

Amount threshold ≥ 100 Kg /year - No threshold

Status
At official Gazette on 

November 30, 2021

The Industry association 

proposed changes to the 

current draft (Dec. 2020)

Joint GHS and chemical 

regulation to be close 

implemented. Public 

consultation ended on 

September 24, 2020

Summing Up
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*In January, OECD opened an accession discussion for candidate countries: Argentina, Brazil, and Peru.



Take-home Messages
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Latin America is considered an 
Hotspot

- At least 6 countries are working on 
Chemical Regulations

Chemical industry associations have 

great impact on the proposals

General elections can considerably 

influence the legislative proposal fate

Regional Drivers:

- Willingness to join OECD

- Existing regulation: EU REACH, UK 
REACH, US TSCA …

The sure thing is that chemical 

regulations will take place sooner or later
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